
August 6, 2021

Emmett Parents, Students, Staff and Community,

The Emmett School District is preparing for the start of the 2021-2022 school year. Like last year, it’s
our goal to keep our schools open for face-to-face learning.

With the updates and recommendations from the CDC there have been a number of questions and
concerns raised.  I hope this letter will explain the ESD position as we start the new school year.

ESD will continue to meet with Southwest District Health Department, Valor Health, and Local
Emergency Agencies biweekly. The focus of these meetings is to look at data specific to Gem County
and Emmett School District as we monitor COVID-19 and its variants within our communities and the
district.

We will continue to look at data in making determinations as to school closures and we will share that
information with parents, staff and the community. We will follow current Reopening 2021-2022
procedures and protocols that were adopted at the July board meeting.

Masks will not be mandated for students or staff. If you recall, the Board of Trustees voted in
December to leave any requirements for wearing masks up to a local or state region with the authority
to make such decisions.

Furthermore, vaccinations will not be required for staff or students. The decision to be vaccinated is a
personal choice and it is not the position of the district to advocate for or against your personal
choice.

Students and staff members, who are in close contact with a confirmed case, will be required to
quarantine for 5 days before testing; a person with a negative result and no symptoms will be eligible
to return to school, but will be asked to self monitor for symptoms.

CDC recommends schools maintain at least 3 feet of physical distance between students within
classrooms.

Staff requesting students wear masks when in close proximity to the teacher will continue to  be
supported.  The district will continue to offer PPE for students and staff in those situations.  Students
who choose to wear a mask will be supported.
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Once again, we have a virtual option for parents who prefer to keep their children out of the
classroom, but still in the Emmett School District. It is a bit different from the program offered last
year. If you are interested, please contact Wade Carter or call 208-365-3016. Learn more about the
virtual program.

We do ask that you help us keep schools open because we know that face-to-face learning is the
best for our students. Last school year, you did a great job helping with the following:

● Keep your children home if they are sick.
● Supporting online learning while your child was home sick or quarantined.
● Keep your students home if they have been exposed to a positive COVID case.
● Report exposures and/or confirmed positive COVID cases to the school’s attendance

secretary.
● Remind students that personal hygiene is critical.

We appreciate your cooperation and your interest in the Emmett School District. We really are in this
together, and we want to make the 2021-2022 school year successful for everyone.

By the way, the first day of school is Monday, August 23. We have open houses at all our schools on
Thursday, August 19.

● Elementary schools: 5 to 7 pm
● Secondary schools: 6 to 8 pm

Look for more details on this and more on our Emmett Schools Facebook Page and in a newsletter
that we’ll email out next week.

Meanwhile, you may want to keep this document handy. It has important phone numbers and links.

Sincerely,

Superintendent Craig Woods
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